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WELCOME TO LANGSFORD PARK!

Good afternoon and welcome to today’s clash against Bashley.
On behalf of everyone at Tavistock AFC, I’d like to take this
opportunity to welcome the management, players and
committee of Bashley to Langsford Park and wish them a safe
journey home.

It was great to get a win last week and progress to the first
round proper of the FA Trophy, but it was equally as
disappointing to lose 6-2 at Hamworthy in midweek. While
Hamworthy were worthy winners, I don’t think we were helped
by some poor decisions and I don’t think we coped with the
conditions - or more to the point, their pitch - at all well and I
think it will be different on grass. These 3G surfaces do give
clubs an advantage.

It was disappointing as we had a nice group of about 30 supporters up there and to not then
give them the performance their support deserved was disappointing. As I mentioned, I felt two
of the goals were clearly offside, but take nothing away from them because they deserved to
win, although the scoreline flattered them.

We are in it as a group and if the players’ performance is under-par, then myself, Calum and
Darren are part of that and we take full responsibility for the group. But I felt, when the going
got tough, they played with an intensity and desire that we didn’t match and it was disappointing
that certain individual characters didn’t want to stand up and be counted, they went into their
shells and it was men against boys at times. But the pitch did play a big part in it.

The lads were hurting after the defeat on Tuesday and were looking forward to today’s match.
Bashley are a good side with good pedigree and they have made a good start to the season.

They are one of the more fancied teams and it will be a difficult game – as they all are – and
for us, it’s about being competitive and trying to do the right things and being able to adapt as
and when we can in the game. If we can get anything from the game, then it will be a bonus.

Bashley had nearly 600 for their game on Tuesday and I don’t think we have had a gate of over
200 yet, so you can work the maths out for yourself in terms of what that generates, but we are
what we are. We pride ourselves on being a tight-knit group that works hard for each other and
over the eight or nine years I’ve been at the club, we have always had that in abundance.

We will get occasional days at the office like we had on Tuesday night but it is very unusual and
they are few and far between. Hopefully we will be more like ourselves this afternoon.

A big thank you to those who travelled on Tuesday - away days are always fun with the Lambs
Army, win lose or draw, and I am sure you’ll get behind the boys today.

Just a reminder as well that we have brought forward our St Luke’s Devon Challenge Cup game
at Holsworthy to Tuesday, November 1 and our trip to Lymington is now taking place on Tuesday,
November 8. A date for our clash with Sholing is also being discussed, but it’d be great to see
as many of you as possible at those games.



THE Lambs extended their superb run in this
season’s FA Trophy and reached the first
round proper with a magnificent 3-1 win over
Melksham Town at Langsford Park.

Ed Harrison’s first goal of the season put the
Lambs in front and Tallan Burns made it 2-0
on 27 minutes. Melksham pulled one back
from the penalty spot on 38 minutes, but Dan
Koita added a third goal late on to complete
the scoring before CJ Pritchard was sent off
in stoppage time.

It was another fantastic performance from the
team and Monday’s draw pitted us against
Binfield, also a Step 4 team, from the
Isthmian League here at Langsford Park on
October 29.
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Bashley FC
BASHLEY Football Club was founded in 1947 joined the Bournemouth
League in 1950 and left in 1983 to join the Hampshire League. In 1986
we became founder members of the Wessex League and won the title
for next three seasons. In 1987-88 Bashley reached the semi-finals of the
FA Vase, losing narrowly to Emley.

The club joined the Southern League Southern Division in 1989 and won the title in their first sea-
son. The following season, in the Premier Division, Bash were in contention for promotion to the
Conference but finished in fourth place. The club’s rise came to an end two years later with rele-
gation back to the Southern Division.

Bashley reached the FA Cup first round proper for the first time in 1994/95 and won 1-0 at
Chesham. A second round home tie with Swansea ended with a 1-0 defeat, with Bash coming
close to causing a huge upset.

In 1997, Bash appointed ex-European Cup winner Jimmy Case as manager. We were promotion
challengers during 1997-98, but eventually finished third, with a good FA Trophy run into the last
sixteen, losing narrowly at Conference side Hayes. Young Bash midfielder, Wade Elliott, signed
for AFC Bournemouth in January 2000 for £5,000, with Bash receiving further appearance mon-
ey. Wade subsequently progressed to the Championship with Burnley.

2001/2002 resulted in another FA Trophy run ended by finalists, Stevenage Borough of the Con-
ference. A top six place was achieved in 2002/03. The season was capped by a first ever Hamp-
shire Senior Cup final, played at Southampton’s St Mary’s. It was a superb occasion for the club
despite an eventual 2-1 defeat to Conference bound Aldershot Town, with Bash coming close to
defeating their illustrious opponents.

Another FA restructure saw Bash back in the Southern League South and West Division. They
enjoyed a record-breaking season, winning the league by 28 points and achieving a rare double
century of 102 points and 111 goals, including a spell of 27 League matches unbeaten.

Promotion was an all-round team effort, Bash having the most prolific attack and the meanest
defence in the league. Richard Gillespie finished up with 41 goals, the highest total in any of the
Southern League divisions and broke the club all time goal-scoring record held by Colin Cum-
mings, which had stood for over 30 years.



The club was relegated to the South and West Division in 2013 and David Stride became manager,
only to be replaced by Steve Riley. Riley resigned following a run of defeats and Tom Prodomo
took charge. The season ended with no wins, two draws, a bottom finish and relegation to the
Wessex League.

In 2020 Banbury Builders became ground sponsors and Paul Lucas MD of Banbury Builders,
was appointed Chairman, with the stated ambition to “take the club as far as it can possibly go.”

The first step along that road came with a second-placed finish in the Wessex Premier last sea-
son and promotion back to the Southern League on the back of an amazing unbeaten run of 19
games from mid-January to the end of the season, which ended with a 4-0 win away to neigh-
bours Christchurch.

This season has begun in a modest way. After winning their
first two games, at home to Bristol Manor Farm and neigh-
bours Lymington, Bash subsequently lost at Bishop’s
Cleeve and at home in another derby-game against Ham-
worthy. Slimbridge have also won at the GlenMex, and also
Melksham, on penalties in the FA Trophy second qualifying
round - Bash having beaten Frome in the first round.

Since then there has been a 1-1 draw at Willand and a 3-0
defeat of Larkhall last Saturday, lifting Bash to a respect-
able 10th in the table. Manager Paul Morris







P W D L GD Pts

1 Sholing 8 7 0 1 15 21

2 Exmouth Town 8 6 1 1 12 19

3 Frome Town 8 4 3 1 8 15

4 Hamworthy United 8 4 3 1 5 15

5 Willand Rovers 9 3 5 1 4 14

6 Paulton Rovers 7 4 1 2 5 13

7 Evesham United 8 4 1 3 1 13

8 Melksham Town 8 4 1 3 -2 13

9 Bashley 8 3 2 3 2 11

10 Tavistock 7 3 2 2 0 11

11 Cinderford Town 7 3 1 3 -3 10

12 Wimborne Town 7 3 0 4 0 9

13 Westbury United 8 2 3 3 -2 9

14 Slimbridge 9 2 3 4 -5 9

15 Bishops Cleeve 8 3 0 5 -6 9

16 AFC Totton 5 2 1 2 0 7

17 Bideford 6 0 4 2 -3 4

18 Bristol Manor Farm 8 0 4 4 -5 4

19 Larkhall Athletic 7 0 2 5 -12 2

20 Lymington Town 8 0 1 7 -14 1
 FA Cup

Aug 6 Brixham AFC (H) 2-3 Battle, Prynn

 FA Trophy
Sep 13 Kidlington (A) 0-0 (Tavi won 4-2 on pens)
Sep 24 Didcot Town (H) 1-0 Harris
Oct 8 Melksham Town (H) 3-1 Harrison, Burns, Koita

Oct 22 Binfield (H)

 Southern League
Division One South

Pitching In Southern League Division One South

Fixtures 2022/23
Aug 10 Larkhall Athletic 1-0 Cross
Aug 17 Paulton Rovers (H) 1-0 Prynn
Aug 27 Melksham Town (H) 0-1
Aug 29 Bideford FC (A) 1-1 Grant
Sep 17 Westbury United (A) 1-1 Battle
Oct 1 Bishops Cleeve (H) 4-1 Battle (2), Cross, Burns

Oct 11 Hamworthy United (A) 2-6 Koita, Grant
Oct 15 Bashley (H)
Oct 22 Slimbridge (A)
Oct 26 Exmouth Town (H)
Oct 29 Sholing (H) P-P
Nov 5 Frome Town (A)
Nov 8 Lymington Town (A)

Nov 12 Wimborne Town (H)
Nov 19 Evesham United (H)
Nov 23 Paulton Rovers (A)
Nov 26 AFC Totton (A)
Dec 3 Larkhall Athletic (H) 3

Dec 10 Cinderford Town (A)
Dec 17 Bristol Manor Farm (H)
Dec 26 Willand Rovers (A)
Jan 2 Bideford FC (H)
Jan 7 Melksham Town (A)

Jan 14 AFC Totton (H)
Jan 21 Westbury United (H)
Jan 28 Wimborne Town (A)
Feb 4 Lymington Town (H)

Feb 11 Bishops Cleeve (A)
Feb 18 Cinderford Town (H)
Feb 25 Bristol Manor Farm (A)
Mar 4 Hamworthy United (H)

Mar 18 Bashley (A)
Apr 1 Exmouth Town (A)
Apr 8 Evesham United (A)

Apr 10 Willand Rovers (H)
Apr 15 Sholing (A)
Apr 22 Frome Town (H)

L C Tot
1 Alex Battle 3 2 5
2 Liam Prynn 1 1 2

Ben Cross 2 2

Tallan Burns 1 1 2
Daniel Koita 1 1 2
Josh Grant 2 2

7 Iestyn Harris 1 1
Ed Harrison 1 1

 Golden Boot

Devon St Lukes Cup
Sep 28 Elburton Villa (H) 1-0 Battle
Nov 1 Holsworthy (A)



Southern League Cup & Trophy TOTAL
Start Sub Goals Starts Sub Goals Apps Goals

Matt Martin 1 1

Iestyn Harris 4 1 4 1 9 1

Ben Cross 6 2 4 10 2

Dan Evans 4 1 3 8

Josh Robins 3 1 4 8

Ed Harrison 5 1 4 10

Callum Watson 5 2 1 8

Teigan Rosenquest 1 1 1 3

Josh Parry 1 3 1 1 6

Liam Prynn 4 1 1 3 1 8 2

Alex Battle 6 3 4 2 10 5

Aamir Stanford
Daniels

1 1 1 3

Tallan Burns 2 1 2 4 1

Ben Fowles 2 2 2 1 7

Josh Oak 6 2 8

Taylor Scarff 5 1 6

Josh Grant 3 1 1 1 5 1

Warren Daw 4 1 3 8

Southern League Cup & Trophy TOTAL

Joe O'Connor 3 2 1 6

Daniel Koita 1 1 2 4

Adam Macpherson 1 1 1 3

Sam Borthwick 1 1

Appearances and goals 2022/23

200
CLUB

SEPTEMBER WINNERS
£200 - John Rooke
£100 - Dan Evans
£50 - Richard Bond

Membership is just £10 per month. To join, please contact
commercial@tavistockfc.com



Today’s Teams
Start Sub Goals Yellow Red

1 - Josh OAK
13 - Sam BORTHWICK
2 - Ben CROSS ©
3 - Josh ROBINS
4 - Dan EVANS
5 - Taylor SCARFF
6 - Warren DAW
7 - Tallan BURNS
8 - Joe O’CONNOR
9 - Liam PRYNN
10 - Ed HARRISON
12 - Ben FOWLES
14 - Callum WATSON
15 - Adam MACPHERSON
16 - Alex BATTLE
18 - Josh GRANT
19 - Josh PARRY
20 - Daniel KOITA
21 - Iestyn HARRIS
22 - CJ PRITCHARD

Manager: Stuart Henderson
Assistant: Calum Davenport
Coach: Darren Spong
GK coach: Barry Knox
Physio: Niamh Curtin

Tavistock AFC (Red / Black / Black)

Referee: Steven Swann
Assistants: Samuel Williams/

Ryan Cornelius



Today’s Teams
Start Sub Goals Yellow Red

Ross CASEY
Liam FARRUGIA
Sam JACKSON
Sam DAVIDSON
Dan THOMPSON
Jack SMITH
Tomasz GRUZEWSKI
Billy LOWES
Brad MORRIS ©
Harvey SLADE
Lewis ROSS
Harry BUNCE
Jack LOVELL
Harry McGRATH
Rafa RAMOS
Lyle SIMPSON
Adam GRANGE
Jamie WEBBER
Sam BOON
Marcelo ROSSI
Bue BENNETT
Matt TUBBS

White/Green/Green

Manager: Paul Morris
First team coach: Matt Tubbs

Goalkeeper coach: Stephen Sharkey
Physiotherapist: Max Pardoe





Away day travel
One of the biggest challenges we faced this summer was finding a travel partner for our away
games. Following promotion to the Southern League, it meant we would, of course, travel further
this season with only three of our league matches away to sides in Devon this campaign, none in
Cornwall and therefore, considerably more miles us to navigate. Not to mention the huge hike in
petrol prices, of course, which has seen the cost of coach hire increase.

Stu James spent a great deal of time contacting coach firms throughout Devon and Cornwall and
spoke with several. Some offered us some good deals in return for sponsorship and were keen to
associate themselves with the club, but after much deliberation and final negotiation from our new
commercial manager, Stuart Morrison, we are delighted to confirm a new travel partnership with
the Plymouth-based Go South West for the 2022/23 season. Our negotiations with Astra Bassett
and James Church at Go South West were extremely cordial and positive from day one and we are
delighted to welcome them as part of the TAFC family. We hope the partnership is as fruitful for
them as it is for us.

What it does mean is that we now have use of a very nice and comfortable 53-seater coach for our
away games this season, although it has been agreed that, for games here in Devon and for
midweek away games, there will be NO away travel organised by the club, with the players and
management preferring instead to travel in cars. However, our newly-formed supporters club are
keen to run a coach for midweek games, so please speak to them if you are keen to follow the
Lambs away.

Generally, though, this means that we have plenty of space on board for supporters wanting to
travel to away games. The cost is £20 per person, or £18 for 200 Club members and I can assure
you that, not only do you travel in luxury, but the journey with the players management and our loyal
fans us always entertaining, especially if we win! In fact, we have a few away trips coming up so if
you fancy of the following, please get in touch:

October 22: Slimbridge - £20pp or £18 for 200 Club members.
November 5: Frome Town - £20pp or £18 for 200 Club members.

Again, we would like to express our huge thanks and gratitude to Go South West, who we hope to
see regularly at Langsford Park this season. For anyone wishing to book travel, please contact:

Pedals.pinch@gmail.com



A FEW years ago, I took on the running of my son’s youth football team to save it from potentially folding.

For three seasons, from Under 14s through to Under 16s, the team’s coach and I gave the boys a platform to
enjoy their football safe, controlled and friendly environment. They were by no means world beaters but, win, lose
or draw, they loved it, as did I, and we all look back on those years fondly with plenty of life skills, both on and off
the field, learned.

Without doubt, the most difficult and time-consuming job I had in that time was booking referees. Even though I
had a list of qualified referees locally as long as your arm, finding one to officiate our game on a Saturday morning
was nigh-on impossible. I’m talking in excess of 50-100 emails per week sometimes until I could find someone
available.

At the time, I remember questioning why it was so difficult. Especially for a teen, it kept them involved in the game,
it was good exercise and the pay wasn’t bad either. I didn’t get it. Until kick-off that was. Now, individually, and
collectively as a team, we prided ourselves on our discipline and I can honestly say, hand on heart, I have never
seen, first-hand, any incidents of abuse towards a referee. But, I have heard horrible reports of it happening and
I can understand how it does happen. It has to stop.

A shortage of referees leads to a shortage of grass-roots football and, ultimately, in the Non-League game. In
short, these young referees learning to officiate at grass-roots level are often promoted up the pyramid into the
National League System. Without them, it would not exist. I mean, would you take verbal, and occasionally physical
abuse from players, coaches or spectators for a measly £30? No, neither would I.

With that in mind, I had mixed emotions I read proposals for referees to trial wear body cameras in the adult
grassroots game in the first half of next year.It came following reports that a referee in Lancashire was left with a
broken nose, four broken ribs, a dislocated shoulder, a broken collarbone, concussion and whiplash during an
alleged attack during a game

Last month, the FA have launched its ‘Enough Is Enough’ campaign to address behaviour within grassroots
football, setting out that any unacceptable conduct will result in action being taken.

“The aim of the trial, the first globally of this nature, would be to explore whether the use of bodycams improves
participant behaviour, while providing additional safety for match officials in the adult grassroots game,” an FA
spokesman said. “We will be tracking the impact of the trial on behaviour and, if it’s successful, will look to roll it
out nationally and internationally.”

Personally, I think it’s very sad that football at grass-roots level has to go down this route but if a referee wearing
body camera is to act as a deterrent and a means of their protection then the game owes it our whole-hearted
support. The FA’s hands have been tied.

It is understood, that even if the trial proves a success in improving behaviour and enhancing safety, the
International Football Association Board [IFAB] will be determined to ensure that it is not deployed senior football.
But with reports of verbal abuse towards officials to us at NLP Towers still as rife as ever it’s left the lawmakers
with a decision to make.

No-one wants to see Big Brother watching Non-League football’s every move and taking away its purity but unless
we clean up our act from the bottom of our game up, then he may well have to.

Respect our refs, weekends would be very boring without them.


















